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The State of the US Adaptation Field

Tracking Progress Since 2017

See: https://kresge.org/content/rising-challenge-together

https://kresge.org/content/rising-challenge-together


Benefits of a Strong Field

• Necessary expertise & skilled workforce

• Clarity on good/best practices and tools, 
established as “common” practice

• Advancing shared goals and values

• Actor networks (professionals, partners, citizens)

• Ongoing learning

• Adequate training

• Political and public support

• Problems solved effectively, efficiently, and in an 
integrated manner

• Reduced societal burdens and maximized 
opportunities

Source: Full referencing in Moser et al. (2017)
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The 4-P Field Framework

Source: Moser et al. (2017)

• Purpose – common problem understanding, 
unifying vision of a better future; shared 
values; agreed-upon priorities; shared sense 
of urgency

• People – adequate (growth in) numbers; 
requisite diversity of expertise; good 
networking; inclusivity; sectors, regions 
represented; recognizable leadership

• Practices – evidence-based “best practices”; 
prevailing focus of activity; progress 
matching scope of challenge; adequate 
communication; skill level among 
practitioners

• Pillars of support – diversity and adequacy 
of funding/ finance; continuity, coordination 
of funding streams; policy support at all 
levels; signals from highly visible leaders to 
take issue seriously; field-building support



Where Can Climate Adaptation Focus?

Source: Moser et al. (2017)



What Do YOU Think?

Open a browser window: 
menti.com/ 

Enter code: 5195 3498

https://www.mentimeter.com/












Note: there was just one answer from the participants, as this question was skipped during the session!



Transformative Adaptation
A possible definition

Transformative adaptation goes beyond adjusting existing systems for 
better fit with current and expected climate; it aims to change them 
fundamentally to address the root causes of vulnerability and injustice.
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Purpose of Panel: Exploring Progress • Sharing Examples of Transformative Adaptation 

Tracking Progress of Field Development Over Time

The Flow of Things

• Introduction

• Interactive Polling on the 
State of the Field

• Panel on Beacons of Hope & 
Justice

• Discussion in Small Groups

• Reporting back

• Adjourn
Photo: NPS



Panelists

• Jacqueline Patterson (Moderator)

   Founder and Executive Director, The Chisholm Legacy Project

• Katherine Egland

   Co-Founder, Education, Economics, Environmental, Climate & Health  

Organization (EEECHO)

• Suzanne Burnes

   Director, Just Growth Portfolio, Partnership for Southern Equity

• Jalisa Mauldin

 Indiana Outreach Coordinator, Faith in Place

https://thechisholmlegacyproject.org/
https://www.eeecho.org/
https://www.eeecho.org/
https://psequity.org/just-growth/
https://www.faithinplace.org/


Small-Group Discussion

• What was most inspiring about 
the examples you heard on the 
table?

• Share any “beacons of hope and 
justice” that you see in your 
community or your work.

• How does this session deepen 
your understanding of 
“transformative” adaptation?



Reporting Back from Small Group Discussions

Go back to the browser 
window: 
menti.com/ 

Enter code: 5195 3498

5195 3498

https://www.mentimeter.com/






















Thank you for all you do!



Resources

• Key Rising To the Challenge, Together Illustrations  pdf
• Rising to the Challenge Together Diagrams - individual jpgs
• Capacities Needed for Transformation

https://www.climateresilienceconsulting.com/s/Rising-to-the-Challenge-Together-Diagrams-II.pdf
https://climateresilienceconsulting.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/ClimateResilienceConsulting/Es_0k9d8CRZNuR0M9XgmsxsBp1E09Nxe6_2Lsze_uidVgw?e=G8oEMw
https://www.climateresilienceconsulting.com/s/RTCT-Transformative-Capacities-An-Incomplete-List-Box-16-nemd.pdf
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