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Global Adaptation Action:
Building Equity Through
Collaboration Before Crisis

Speaker Bios and Resources

Camila Tapias - Global Disaster Resilience Specialist, SPIN Global; ARISE US Board Member
Email: ctapias@spinglobal.org

Camila is community leader focused on leveraging public-private partnerships, building
national and international strategies to increase local capacity for disaster risk
reduction, and prioritizing data and science to achieve more equitable outcomes in
disaster preparedness. At SPIN Global, she leads the Business and Industry practice area
and serves as the International Risk Reduction program area coordinator. Camila
conducts assessments of community resilience, supports development of emergency
management plans and continuity of operations plans (COOPs), develops training and
exercises both in English and Spanish, and conducts targeted outreach. She also serves
as the Communications Director for the ARISE-US Board, the Private Sector Alliance for
Disaster Resilient Societies. She is originally from Bogota, Colombia.

Antoine B. Richards - Chief of Staff, Institute for Diversity & Inclusion in Emergency
Management
Email: antoine.richards@i-diem.org

Antoine Richards serves as the Chief of Staff for the Institute for Diversity and Inclusion
in Emergency Management. His experience includes over a decade of work in the
healthcare and emergency management sectors including public health, community
outreach, public affairs, DEI, and research. He is a Doctor of Science (DSc) Candidate in
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Emergency Management at Jacksonville State University and he serves on the Board of
Directors for the Alliance for National and Community Resilience, co-leads the Diversity,
Equity, and Racial Inclusion Initiative for the Association of Healthcare Emergency
Preparedness Professionals (AHEPP). A native Atlantan, Richards strives to leverage his
knowledge, skills, and abilities to improve outcomes of vulnerable populations through
servant leadership.

Resources from Camila and Antoine:
e Email equity@spinglobal.org to join Model Design Ideation conversations to

contribute suggestions and requirements to future Model Versions

e Access Open-Source Content: https://github.com/4cast-ai

e Sign up for an Equitable Decision Intelligence for Emergency Management Pilot:
https://forms.gle/3YGREg|3znYoHgTS7

e Join the LinkedIn group: Equitable Decision Intelligence for Emergency Management
https://www.bit.ly/Equitabledecisionintelligence

|-DIEM Resources & Toolkits: Research & Resources Archives - I-DIEM

Shefali Juneja Lakhina - Co-Founder at Wonder Labs

Email: shefali@lakhina.com

Dr. Lakhina has over 18 years of international experience and thought leadership on
disaster policy, practice, and research. Since 2005, she has contributed to
conceptualizing, implementing, facilitating, and monitoring a range of policies,

programs, and initiatives for strengthening disaster resilience across South Asia, the
Middle East, North Africa, South-East Europe, Australia, and the United States. She has
led innovations in disaster resilience policy and programs for international humanitarian
and development agencies, regional intergovernmental organizations, national
authorities, local councils, and civil society organizations. As Co-Founder of Wonder Labs
(founded in April 2020), Dr. Lakhina is currently engaged in co-developing social,
ecological, and technological innovations with communities on the frontlines of extreme
climate impacts, including wildfires.
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Ma. Laurice Jamero - Head of the Resilience Collaboratory at Manilla Observatory

Email: laujamero@gmail.com

Lau leads the Resilience Collaboratory of the Manila Observatory, where she works
closely with local governments and civil society organizations across the Philippines to

support their climate and disaster risk management, and adaptation planning efforts. At
the regional and international level, she also volunteers her time at the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change - Working Group |, Future Earth Coasts,
and Southeast Asia Science Advisory Network. Lau is passionate about engaging
vulnerable communities in understanding climate risks and designing possible solutions,
building on existing adaptive capacities and creating hope for the future through
collaborative climate action. She is launching her own startup, EarthEd PH, focused on
promoting climate education through knowledge exchange at the community level.
Lau’'s PhD research focused on climate change adaptation in small island communities.

Resources from Shefali and Lau:

e Ellis, G. (2018). Refugees help the NSW State Emergency Service and their
community as liaisons. lllawarra Mercury. News article.

https://www.illawarramercury.com.au/story/5744452/refugees-help-the-ses-and-the

ir-community-as-liaison-officers/

e Eriksen, C,, Simon, G.L., Roth, F., Lakhina, S.J., Wisner, B., Adler, C., Thomalla, F.,
Scolobig, A., Brady, K., Brundl, M., Neisser, F., Grenfell, M., Maduz, L., and Prior, T.
(2020). ‘Rethinking the interplay between affluence and vulnerability to aid climate
change adaptive capacity. Climatic Change, 162, 25-39. Journal article.

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10584-020-02819-x

e Lakhina, S. J. (2018). ‘Co-learning disaster resilience toolkit: A person-centred
approach to engaging with refugee narratives and practices of safety.’ University of
Wollongong. Toolkit.

https://www.preventionweb.net/publication/co-learning-disaster-resilience-toolkit-p

erson-centred-approach-engaging-refugee

e Lakhina, S. J. (2019). ‘Co-learning disaster resilience: A person-centred approach to
understanding experiences of refuge and practices of safety.’ Doctor of Philosophy
Thesis. School of Geography and Sustainable Communities, University of

Wollongong, Australia. https://ro.uow.edu.au/theses1/860
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e Lakhina, S. J. & Eriksen, C. (2022). ‘'Seeking Safe Refuge in Regional Australia:
Experiences of hazards and practices of safety among women from refugee
backgrounds.” Book chapter in A. Fletcher & M. Reed (Eds.), Gender and the Social
Dimensions of Climate Change: Rural and Resource Contexts of the Global North.
New York: Routledge.
https://www.routledge.com/Gender-and-the-Social-Dimensions-of-Climate-Change-
Rural-and-Resource-Contexts/Fletcher-Reed/p/book/9780367544188

e Lakhina, S. ., Eriksen, C., Thompson, J., Aldunate, R., McLaren, J., & Reddy, S. (2019).
‘People from refugee backgrounds contribute to a disaster-resilient lllawarra.” Case

study. Australian Journal of Emergency Management, 34(2), 19-20.
https://knowledge.aidr.org.au/media/6656/ajem-201904-11-shefali-juneja-lakhina-Et
al-christine-eriksen-etal-jenny-thompson-etal-raquel-aldunate-etal-joshua-mclaren-e

tal-sherryl-reddy.pdf
e Lakhina, SJ. (2021). ‘Engaging with care: incorporating ethics and compassion into

disaster research. Research Counts. Natural Hazards Center. Opinion piece.
https://hazards.colorado.edu/news/research-counts/engaging-with-care-incorporati

ng-ethics-and-compassion-into-disaster-research
e Lakhina, SJ., Sutely, EJ., Wilson, J. (2021). “How do we actually do convergence” for

disaster resilience? Cases from Australia and the United States.” International Journal
of Disaster Risk Science. Journal article.
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13753-021-00340-y

e NSW State Emergency Service. (2021). Multicultural Community Liaison Unit. Hall of

Fame. Interview.
https://www.ses.nsw.gov.au/get-involved/volunteer/volunteers-list/elie-butoto/2

e SCARF refugee support agency. (2018). The first SES multicultural community action
team. Media release.
https://www.scarfsupport.org.au/stories/community-member-stories/the-first-ses-m

ulticultural-community-action-team/2018/09/27/

e SCARF refugee support agency. (2018). UOW collaboration with SCARF and SES
receives high commendation in the Resilient Australia Awards. Media release.
https://www.scarfsupport.org.au/news/uow-collaboration-with-scarf-and-ses-receive

s-high-commendation-in-the-resilient-australia-awards/2018/11/06/
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e University of Wollongong. (2018). Minority groups can provide major help in the face
of disasters. Media release.
https.//www.uow.edu.au/media/2018/minority-groups-can-provide-major-help-in-th

e-face-of-disasters.php

e http://racingthekingtide.com/ - Virtual reality films about tidal flooding in small

islands shown at various important meetings like UN COP26 and WCRP Sea Level
Conference, with a goal of creating empathy for small island communities among
state leaders, policy-makers, researchers and practitioners

Elisa Mariel Trujillo Leyva - National Director for ARISE Mx
Email: elisa.trujillo@arise.mx

A Mexican national, Elisa is an Architect with a specialty in Sustainable Architectural
Design. She specializes in urban transformation, disaster resilience and climate change,
as well as their relationship with poverty eradication. Currently, she co-leads the
Resilience Working Group for the 2030 Agenda at UNGC Mexico and is the National
Director for ARISE Mx. Elisa has served with international organizations in Mexico, Spain,
Germany, and Switzerland, as consultant, research assistant, academic coordinator and
professor. She has also participated in multiple social projects for Mexico with more
than 250 multi-sector allies. She is an active participant in national and international
networks related to sustainable development and was a former Observer of the United
Nations Youth Assembly with the Mexican Delegation.
e ARISE-Mexico: https://arise.mx/en/

a r I s e (@) ADQ?E‘FIISQNpigg:EESTS\:OOI\TALS



https://www.uow.edu.au/media/2018/minority-groups-can-provide-major-help-in-the-face-of-disasters.php
https://www.uow.edu.au/media/2018/minority-groups-can-provide-major-help-in-the-face-of-disasters.php
http://racingthekingtide.com/
mailto:elisa.trujillo@arise.mx
https://arise.mx/en/

